Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni and Co-Sponsored by Council Member Jones, Yarborough & Gaffney:


RESOLUTION 2011-600
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND THANKING JOHN H. CROFTS, FORMER DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT, FOR HIS THIRTY-NINE YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE AND ITS CITIZENS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, John H. Crofts was born in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, graduated from Carroll University, earned a master’s degree in community planning from the University of Cincinnati, and worked in the neighborhood planning section of the Cincinnati Planning Commission prior to moving to Jacksonville in 1972; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Crofts was employed by the regional Jacksonville Area Planning Board, predecessor to the City of Jacksonville Planning and Development Department, as a Planner and Senior Planner from May, 1972, to April, 1984, and was promoted to the position of Chief of the City’s Comprehensive Planning Division in May, 1984, before being appointed to the position of Deputy Director of the Planning and Development Department, where he has served with great distinction since September, 1999; and


WHEREAS, the peerless Mr. Crofts, a master of the seemingly-impossible compromise and hardworking model of stability, productivity, and continuity, has left an indelible and matchless mark on our city through his important leadership efforts involving the preparation and implementation of numerous local plans, studies, and programs, including three generations of comprehensive plans and their evaluation and appraisal reports, major rewrites of local land development regulations, and several neighborhood, corridor, and specialty plans; and


WHEREAS, ever the consummate professional and accomplished planner, the tenure of Mr. Crofts has fostered a better quality of life and more sustainable growth through an emphasis on creating incentives and opportunities for greater density, improved design, mixed use, interconnectivity, and diversified mobility choices, and an impressive listing of his major accomplishments cites such notable efforts as the 1998 twelve-volume Evaluation and Appraisal Report, the 2000 Reapportionment Plan, the 2010 Comprehensive Plan, the Town Center Initiative, a multifaceted industrial preservation program, the design guidelines and development review upgrade, information-based growth management strategies, encouragement of scholarship and professional development, community and neighborhood outreach programs, and development of a local integrated planning process, making him a veritable and unparalleled treasury and wealth of institutional knowledge; and


WHEREAS, countless accolades and over fifty well-deserved honors and awards have been justly bestowed upon Mr. Crofts by a vast array of consequential local and national entities as he has tirelessly labored to instill confidence in the City’s planning and development activities, and his resume boasts membership in the American Institute of Certified Planners, American Planning Association, National Trust for Historic Preservation, Urban Land Institute, and  Florida Planning and Zoning Association, as well as former adjunct faculty membership at Jacksonville University and the University of North Florida; and


WHEREAS, with such hallmarks to his personal credit as determined integrity and unfailing trustworthiness, Mr. Crofts’ inimitable legacy will include remembrance as not just another public servant, but as the epitome of a true servant of the public’s interests, and he will long be revered for his forthright and informed wisdom, his ever-present pleasant and helpful demeanor, and his unassuming but much-valued generous friendship; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Crofts’ last day on the job was August 15, 2011, and the City Council desires to commend Mr. Crofts as an asset worthy of emulation and honor for his unwavering diligence in serving this government and its citizens, knowing that he will be sorely missed within the halls of government and by the community at large as he retires from active public service with the City of Jacksonville; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Honoring and Commending. The City Council does hereby recognize and honor Mr. John H. Crofts, former Deputy Director of the Planning and Development Department, upon the occasion of his retirement after thirty-nine years of faithful and dedicated service to the City of Jacksonville and its citizens.

Section 2.

Thanking Mr. Crofts. The City Council does further thank Mr. Crofts for his trusted and unfailing friendship combined with an uncommon degree of professionalism, wishing him the utmost personal success, happiness, and fulfillment in his retirement and pursuit of other activities.

Section 3.

Effective Date. This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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